88_____________________Sri Raghavendra

accordingly the guru blesses him, "You will have
progeny and the child to be born first must be handed to
me".

The Brahmin was overjoyed at this and says, 'It will
be done accordingly, Swami' and prostrates before the
pontiff and gets up.

In due course, he becomes the father of a child and
hands it over to the Sri Mutt, taking care to see that the
child did not come into contact with mother earth at the
time of its birth (as advised by the guru).

The child was deprived of mother's milk, as it had
been brought away to the Sri Mutt, immediately after its
birth.  It was instead fed the milk with which Sri
Vyasaraja had performed abhisheka to the Saligramas.
The child therefore presented always a bright and
radiant look. It was named as Vittala, since its face was
shining like that of Vittala, the Lord Supreme.

Sri Vyasaraja, even when Vittala was a young boy,
perceived his exceptional wisdom and initiated him into
saintly way of life, bestowing on him the honorific
'Vishnu Thirtha'. He also made him stay with him and
taught him all the sastras.

The guru, with an innate desire that after him, Sri
Vishnu Thirtha should occupy the exalted seat of
pontificate, (spotting him to be the fittest one for that),
looked after the youngster with great attachment and
care.

The succession to the exalted seat should as such
have run as, Sri Brahmanya Thirtha - Sri Vyasaraja - Sri